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DECLMJSlf}ED 
Authority:L$:.L{Q_7 

/ ' 

Sou"rHERN Po'\VJ~Il CoMPANY. 

CHARI.OTTE,N.C. March 
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNlCATlON$ TO THE COMPA.NY. 

AND 11\1 REPLY TO THIS l.ii.:"r'TER Pt.EASE: A&r'ER TO THE:SE; 

Major General G. H. Cameron, N. A., 
Headquarters, Camp Greene, 
Charlotte, J\f. C. 

Dear Sir:-
i 

1918. 

We are in receipt of your letter of the lith instant 

req,uesting us to move our transmission line where itlinterferes 

with your rit'le and target practice, relocating said! line on the 

properties a.s shown on map:. referred to. 

I am instructed to ask you if it would no perfectly 

fair and agreeable to the Government to pay for the of chang-

ing this line temporarily, or until_such time and 

rifle range would be abandoned. First all as it now 

stands is a part of our regular operating system and transmission 

lines and is located at this potnt for a double purp 

which is the transmitting of energy from the Mount 

one of 

steam planij 

and another potent factor is that this line is only -Dout one-half 

mile below the Mountain Island development which thi company teX.Pects 

to build in the next few years, siti.1a.ted as it will on Goat Is-

land. As you no doubt know the part of the river now oc-

cupied by your Camp and rifle range was entirely d by water 

on July 16th, 1916, but at that time our line was away. In 

case of another very hi river, of course your put 
, ... out of' business and the line which we propose to 

location would be also submerged. We would, se, expect to 
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,or General Cameron. 

put the line back where it is now in case we should hav·e another flood. 

are ng you to recomraend that the Goverm1ent reimburse 

us for the acttts.l cost of ohangi this line, as of course would 

necessitate new poles and new wire and other ma rial on a part of the 

line which we would not e::q,Ject to ta down on the Gaston County side 

of the river. It wou1.d also inour the ense of putting line l)a.ck 
./ . 

at such a:: time as the rifle range would be abandoned, ;?.nd the purchase 

O
.p .... ght W'D;Y on the Gaston County side the river. Vie v..o Uld, how-

ever, submit the actual figures of the cost 1 • ma1c1 t"t1is change, vthioh 

we expect to do a·t once. 

We e:xnect to s·ta.rt on this work at once as we are now having 
.!:' ! 

some poles shipged. in to be hauled out. Kindly let me know whether 

you wotlld lilce an estirna tecl cost of this change or whether you would 

rather we submit the figures of actual cost after the line has been 

rebuilt. 

Yours very :bespectfully, 

SOUTHERN PO'NEH COMPANY, 

SUPT. Oli' 

l!'DS. 

..L 
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,.;(.,:;ii~.~'~.· Camp Greene~ Charlotte, N. C .. ~ Jlilarch 17, 1918 .. - To the Adjutant General, War 
·· li'r;~J/::;J.rtmont, Washington 9 D. c. Forwarded for consideration as to equity and as to 

· · the' policy of the War Depa.rtment0 

1$ Shortly after assuming COlliDJ,.'.lnd of ·this camp._ Februar.f 27, 1918, I received 
a complaint from the Southern Power Company that their cables were bei11g cut by 
firing at 1 11 000 yards on the Ca.mrJ Greene Rifle Range, distant 11 miles and in the 
bottoms of the Catawba Rivero On the following morn.:i.:ng~ accompanied by the Super-
intendent of D:i.stribution~ ~Jlrg F. DG Sampson, I inspected the range and discovered 
that the damage was caused by fil•ing at short ranges a.nd skirmish runs.. The range 
has no backstop a The Power Company's lines are behind the targets instead of 
behind the firing stru1ds$ 

2~ The 3d Division had cornpleted its praoticeG The target practice of 
the 9th Brigade and of the units of rey division 9 (.all on the p1•iority list of 
sailings) could not be delayedo After·consultation and an understanding vnth 
1!r. Sampson and after due consideration I sent a letter to the compal\r request-
ing them to move their line. (Copy attached.,) 

3o Mr0 Sampsony after havlng given instructions for the work of transfer 
to begin 9 desired to know whether the Government wonld pa,y for the e~end:i. ture 
involved in the change.. I directed him to submit a letter in the case in 
order that I could forward it vnth suitable remarks. 

4. The Southern Power CompallY asserts that 9 at the time the range was ,_) .,<"' 

constructed9 they were told that their line was in no danger.. This appears 
highly probable inasmuch as certain property OWlle.l .. S 011 the bank opposite the . . . 
ran.ge were informed tha. t their property was not in tb.e line of fil•e whereas it'.,, .. ,· 

.,.;., . ..-t..._ 

is obviously exposed to direct ricochets .. 

5s Arrangements with this Power Corrvany should have been made at the out-
set; they are not to blame for existing conditions nor am I .. 

Faced with the situation, I took the steps that appeared to me best. 

6. I have asked the company to submit a detailed statement of the actual 
cost of transfer after the work is completed~ but forvr~rd this letter now in 
order that it may be of recorda Changes in command of this camp are sudden 
and frequent .. 

7., In my opinion~ the Company is entitled to certain compensation in lieu 
of· clam.a.ge:h The members of the company are men of high standing and. with no de-
sire to gouge the Govermnent8 

/~-/ ,....- .. . . --- \ .. ·. ' .. 

" Major Genoral, N.;:! ., 
1\. n n') " " \ ' 19. i;{,e ·eiv d .o~.u ...... \.!hi\ ... \9W 
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TO: 

SUBJ}.!!CIJ:; 

March 23, 191B. 

Engineering Branch 

Lieut.-Colonel Hartmann 
Mainten:::mee and Repa.ir 11ranch 

Camp Gre(~ne 
Renewal of transmission line on 
Rifle Ha.ngeo 

Kindly note record and attachEd blue print 6122-6. 
made byJ. B. Spratt) C .. IL, November 17th~ which. shows lay ... 
out of range and location of Southe:rii\Po;ver Company's t14,000-
vo1 t 1 about :zoo yards be yond 1000- ;yard t eta. 'l.'his is 
not an official print, but is evidently the one referred to 
in General Cameron's letter. It is apparent that witb~ut a 
back stop the line would be endangered. If the range was 
laid out on the basis of this print and was approved~ it 
would se<=~m that the Southern Power Company were not consu.l ted. 1 
as they would certa in1 y bave seen trH0 clanger to this line. 

I 

This office has no d ct information to support 
the view that Southern Power Company was told that their 1 ine 
would not be endangered J\Jfaj or Clarence H~ Greene, Constructing 
Q,u.artermaster and Major Ara Cushman, wl:w are both now at Camp 
Greene, may have infor!lk<::t.tion on this point" 

It is recormnended that the Constructtng Q,m~rterm.aste:r 
consult with Mr.., F .. M. TiaJ~,?ton, a local electrical engineer, who 
is familiar with Southe:r:·n Power Compc:tny practice Pond their 
costs, regarding the irnes:::; oi'. the Southern Power Company's 
hill for moving the lines .after the worlt is completed. Mr~ 
IJ.axton is reconunended because of h~is e,bj.li t. y and fairmindcdness" 

JSH: T3A.,.'t\ 

visory Enginee~ on 
Electric Power 

1. 

J' ') I 
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~.vi.t.11 :re:~~~)_~:·D'·Dl'.i:~~:d;ions LJ.s to the~ ~:tet.tlClLerl·t of tl-:-.c· e!::J~~~re ~:·!.1tter6 
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COPY 

SOU:rHT:::RN P0\1Dm COMPANY 

Apri 1 5, 19l6., 

Major General Gao. H. Cameron, N.Ao, 
Camp Greene , 
Charlotte, N.C., 

Dear Sir: 

Complying with your request for detailed expen.Uture for 

the building of transmission line on tenq)orary location, '~ here-

with submit a detailed bill of actual expenditure made by our Com-

pany at cost, including material and labor making said change. 

On last Saturday~ March 30th, a representative, :Mr .. Lamb, 

of the Quarten:re.s tar General gs Office in Washington called upon 

the writer and we went over the change made and looked over the 

situation thoroughly9 He expressed a desire that the Company, 

if possible~ should deduct all materials that the Company could 

use at the time the line vrould be taken down at the expiration of 

the war of the lease rmde by the property owners to the Government 9 

we have shown this deduction on the bottom of our statement, allow-

ing full price at 10076 for all wire ancl material that has no a.ppre-

cia.ble deterioration in-say a period of five year,s, \'16 have allowed 

50% deterioration on the insulators which we find have a life of 

about five or six years; we have allowed no depreciation on the poles 

and. CPoss arms~ which have a probable life of five or six ye.::J.rs, 

out oi:. 
line 

IJV.ild :i.n the location WOUld be so cL 

.. ,) 

l181lJ 

We lf.I'0·1.1·l o·' · - · ·, Of' cotu.· se' ex:!Jeet t 
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aopy 

inasmuah as it would not pay us to take these poles and cross arms and 
I 
I 

use on them on another job as would be the case with the wire'* ha~dware 
I 

and insulators. The charge of' $1604 .. 63~ provision made :fO!:' labo~ 
. I 

taking down line at the expiration of the lease o:r.• at the time that 
I 
i 

the rifle range would Ue abandoned- is made up of the items as s~own 
i 

as suma tha tl undel" the classification of labor making change, as we 
! 

~bor aonditions will no~ vary much within a period of three to rive 

years. 
i 
I 

We hope that this s tate:ment is thol·oughly in accord with wh~t 

I 
you desire, and that it wil~ be plain to you and to the Governmen~~ 

We have now connected the line and we are using current ovei 

the new section. I 
I 

We would also like to be assured by you that the m:1chine Gml 

targets, as shown on your map, will ncbt be u.sed, as part of this !new 

line would be in direct line of fire from the Maahine Gun targets! 

across the river on property £or which you have no lease, and whi1h 
you stated at the time we walked over the range you did not belie~e 

would ever be used.. f 

'1,'1

1 

Yours very respectfullyp 

SOUTHERN POVIER COM;PANY, 

FDS.FB 
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copy 

CHARLOTTE? N., C. 3-31-18 

llOLD 'IO United States Governn:e nt~ 
~~Iajor. Gen. Geo. H. Cameron, U.S .. A, 

Headquarters, Camp Greene. N.c. 

For material and labor account changing location temporarily of ; 
our Mount Holly, Mooresville, H.T. Transmission Line aoaount same 
ijeing damaged from time to time by u.~. Troops at Rifle lhnge onl 

Catawba River as per list attached., I 
I 

$4.191..18 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Southern Power Company, 

·Charlotte, 

North Carolina. 

Gentlemen:-

copy 

HEADQUARTRRS CAMP GREENE 
Charlotte, N .. O,. 
April 7, 1918 

I have your letter of April 5th wHh enclosure, whi h I am forwarding 

hat 
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